0ZGUC ORHAN

Ozgii¢ Orhan graduated from Bogazici University, Istanbul
in 1998 with a BA in Political Science and International
Relations, and from Keele University, UK with a MA in
Environmental Politics in 1999. He got his Ph.D. degree
from the Department of Government and Politics at
the University of Maryland, College Park in 2007. He
is currently teaching as an Assistant Professor in the
International Relations Department at Fatih University,
Istanbul. His research interests include political philosophy, religion and politics,
and environmental politics.

EIJI OYAMADA

Eiji Oyamada, is currently an associate professor at
the Graduate School of Global Studies of Doshisha
University. During 2003-2009 he worked for the World
Bank and other governmental agencies to carry out
governance and other projects in Indonesia. He also
spent over 12 years with the United Nations, his last
posts being Area Manager of UNDP in Palestine, and
Special Assistant to Deputy Special Representative for
UN Secretary-General in East Timor. He also assumed
a position of Director of the Center for International Cooperation, University
of Paramadina (2005-2010),Visiting Professor of the Graduate Studies of
Political Science, University of Gadjah Mada (2004-2010), Visiting Professor at
Kanseigakuin University Japan (2006), Visiting Assistant Professor at Institute
of Development Management and Governance, University of the Philippines
(2000-2003). Eiji holds a PhD in International Development from the Nagoya
University. With his academic background on governance (anticorruption)
and human development, he has written over 30 papers and presented at many
conferences.

RECEP SENTURK

Prof. Dr. Recep Sentiirk, the author of Agik Medeniyet:
Cok Medeniyetli Diinya ve Topluma Dogru (Open
Civilization: Towards a Multi-civilizational World and
Society), earned his PhD degree from the Columbia
University, NY. He conducts interdisciplinary studies
on the concept of civilization. He is currently working
on several projects about the characteristics of Ottoman
civilization and its relation to world civilizations.

After receiving his BA from the Department of
Computer Education and Instructional Technologies
at Marmara University, Bekir Giiler moved to Mazar-i
Sharif in 2003 as a computer teacher at Afghan-Turkish
High School. From 2004 to 2009 he served as a teacher
and head of instructional technologies cluster at Kabul.
In 2009-2010, he had worked at Salahaddin International
Schools, Egypt with the same tasks. Now, he is as a system
support specialist at I'T Department of Fatih University.
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SAVAS GENC

Assoc. Prof. Savas Geng received his PhD from
Heidelberg University. He is the director of Research
Centre for Contemporary Civilizations and the head
of the Department of International Relations at Fatih
University. He is producing TV News shows for Turkish
state television (TRT) and some other private TV
channels. Besides his academic hat, he closely observes
the integration of Turkish people to the European
countries as a journalist and a resident of Germany.

HISAE NAKANISHI

Professor of the Graduate School of Global
Studies, Doshisha University (Kyoto, Japan).
Graduated from the Department of History,
University of California at Los Angeles
and received Ph.D. in History. Specializes
International Relations of the Middle East
with particular focus on Iran and Afghanistan
| as well as women’s issues in Muslim societies.

Published books and articles on Politics and
Social Changes in the post-Revolutionary Iran, Peace Studies in the post 9.11 era,
and Women’s Movements in Islamic Revival Contexts. She had been an advisor
to Japan International Cooperation Agency’s Education Sector Assistance to
Afghanistan in 2003.
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KO NAKATA

Ko Nakata received his PhD on Islamic Philosophy from
Cairo University. Before joining Faculty of Theology at
Doshisha University, he served as a researcher at the
Embassy of Japan in Saudi Arabia and Director of Cairo
Research Center of Japanese Society for Promotion of
Sciences. He has various papers published in Japanese,
English, Arabic, and Indonesian. Currently, he is a
professor at the Center for Interdisciplinary Studies for
Monotheistic Religions of Doshisha University.

MASANORI NAITO

Prof. Naito is the Dean and professor at Graduate School
of Global Studies at Doshisha University. He has been
teaching on International Politics and Social Geography
focusing Turkey, Syria, EU countries, Azerbaijan,
Central Asia and Japan. He has been doing research on
many topics related to these areas such as “Multicultural
society and immigrant policies in the European Union’,
“Development of multi-lateral dialogue for conflict
resolution between Islam and the West”, “Turkey-EU
Relations” etc. Besides, he has been producing special programs on the Islamic
world for Japan Broadcasting Corporation (NHK), the official TV station of
Japan. His research studies have a great reputation at Japan and overseas. In
2007, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Republic of Turkey bestowed him an
Outstanding Service Award. Prof. Naito is fluent in English and Turkish and has
many publications in these languages.

ALPARSLAN ACIKGENC

Alparslan Agikgen¢ obtained his MA degree at
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, 1978 and Ph.D.
degree at the University of Chicago, 1983. He taught at
the Department of Philosophy at Middle East Technical
University, from 1983 to 1991. Then he served as a
professor of philosophy at the International Institute
of Islamic Thought and Civilization, Kuala Lumpur. He
joined Fatih University in 1999 as a professor of history
of philosophy. Prof. Acikgenc served as the Dean of
Arts Sciences at Fatih University where he also served
as the Deputy Rector. He is currently teaching at Yildiz
Technical University. He published more than 100 articles in various professional
journals on comparative philosophy and philosophy of science. Some of the
articles and books are “Philosophy of Development and Technology” (Istanbul,
1989); “Philosophy of Knowledge” (Istanbul, 1992); “Being and Existence in
Sadra and Heidegger: A Comparative Ontology” (Kuala Lumpur: International
Institute of Islamic thought and Civilization, 1993); “Scientific Thought and its
Burdens” (Istanbul: Fatih University Publications, 2000). “Islamic Scientific
Tradition in History” (to be published by IKIM_MPH Kuala Lumpur).

GOKHAN BACIK

Gokhan Bacik is a professor of comparative politics
at Zirve University, Gaziantep. After receiving his BA
from Ankara University, Department of International
Relations, he had served at Fatih University for 12 years
almost at all levels: from research assistant to director
of School of Social Sciences. He earned his Ph.D. from
Middle East Technical University in 2005. He is the
author of the books “Modern International System” (in
Turkish) and “Hybrid Sovereignty in the Arab Middle
East: The Cases of Kuwait, Jordan, and Iraq (The Middle
East in Focus)”, and voluminous articles published in SCI and SSCI journals. He
is a member of European Consortium for Political Research Standing Group on
Extremism and Democracy, Society for European Applied Thought, Forum for
Central Asian Studies, and ETHNOS Barcelona.

IDRIS DANISMAZ

Dr. Idris Danigmaz is a research fellow specializing in
Islamic sciences in general and tasawwuf in particular.
Since he has got his Ph.D. on “area studies” at Graduate
School of Asian and African Area Studies Kyoto
University in 2008 he has been teaching about Islam at
several universities including Kyoto University, Kansai
University in Japan. He has written academic articles and
chapters including “The Range of Discourses on Anatolian
Sufism: A Focus on Sufism Studies in Turkey” Kyoto
Bulletin of Islamic Area Studies, “Isuramu, Shinpishugi,
Shukyotekitagenshugi”, Chiiki Kenkyu Supekutoramu, “Sharia, Tariqa, Haqiqa”
Wadomappu: Isuramu, “Sufi” Wadomappu: Isuramu. Beside acedemic activities,
personally he has been interested in cultural exchange of Japan and Turkey and
has been working as a volunteer in activities of “Turkey-Japan Cultural Dialog
Society”.
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DECEMBER 10, FRIDAY
D BUILDING CONFERENCE HALL

09:45 -10: 15 Cocktail

10: 15-10:25 Welcome Speech by Dr. Savas Geng,
Director of RCCC at Fatih University

10:25-10:35 Protocol Signing Ceremony

10:35-10:50 Prof. Dr. Serif Ali Tekalan, President of
Fatih University

10:50-11:05 Prof. Dr. Eiji Hatta, President of Doshisha
University

11:05-11:25 Congratulatory Address of the Special
Guest Yasar Yakis, PM

11:25-12:00 Keynote Speech by Prof. Dr. Masanori
Naito, Dean of Graduate School of Global Studies at
Doshisha University

12:00-13:00 Break

13:00-15:00 Speeches (Moderators: Prof. Dr. Masanori
Naito and Dr. Savas Geng)

- Thsan Yilmaz, Social Innovation for Peaceful
Coexistence: Intercultural Activism

- Katsuhiro Kohara, The Peace Understanding
of Japanese Christians

- Alparslan A¢ikgeng, Dialogue as a Means for
Mutual Understanding in the Global Age

15:00-15:45 Q&A

Role of Interfaith Dialogue on Peace Building and
Conflict Resolution

DECEMBER 9, THURSDAY
R BUILDING ROOM 210

10:00-11:30 I. Session: Open Civilization: The Turkish
Experience

- Moderator: Savas Genc

- Presentation: Recep Senturk

- Discussion

11:30-11:45 Break

11:45-13:30 II. Session: How is Islam perceived from
Japan?

- Moderator: Hisae Nakanishi

- Presentation: Idris Danismaz

- Discussion

13:30-14:30 Lunch

14:30-16:00 III. Session: Liberation of the Earth
through Spreading Rule of Law

- Moderator: Hisae Nakanishi

- Presentation: Ko Nakata

- Discussion

16:00-16:15 Break

16:15-18:00 IV Session: The Role of Education
Volunteers in Perpetual Peace:  The Case of
Afghanistan.

- Moderator: Gokhan Bacik

- Presentation: Mahmut Kaleli & Bekir Guler

- Discussion

18:00-20:00 Dinner

MICHELANGELO GUIDA

Michelangelo Guida obtained his BA and PhD from
Istituto Universitario Orientale (Naples, Italy) and his
MA from SOAS (London, UK). He has published several
articles on Turkish Islamist political ideas and he is
interested also in electoral behaviours in Turkey. Since
2005, he has been working at the Department of Political
Science and Public Administration at Fatih University.
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IHSAN YILMAZ

fhsan Yilmaz received his PhD in law in 1999 from
SOAS, University of London. Between 1999-2001
he worked at the University of Oxford as a research
fellow. At Oxford, he undertook two separate research
projects; the first on the Turkish diaspora in London
and second on the faith-based movement of Fethullah
Gulen, his neo-ijtihad and renewal of Islam. Since 2001,
he has been teaching comparative law, legal sociology,
Islamic law and Turkish politics at the University of London and Fatih University,
Istanbul. He is the author of Muslim Laws, Politics and Society in Modern Nation
States: Dynamic Legal Pluralisms in England, Turkey and Pakistan (2005), co-
editor (with John L. Esposito) of Islam and Peacebuilding: Giilen Movement
Initiatives (2010) and co-editor (with Paul Weller) of a forthcoming book
European Muslims, Civility and Public Life: Perspectives On and From the Giilen
Movement (2011). He is a regular columnist of the daily Today’s Zaman. Turkish
diaspora, Turkish politics, Islamic movements, Muslim legal pluralism are some
of his diverse research areas.

MAHMUT KALELi

Lecturer Mahmut Kaleli did his B.A. and M.A. in
English Literature at Dhaka University, Bangladesh.
Upon his graduation in 2000, he started working as an
English Teacher at Turkish Hope School in Bangladesh.
Following the US bombardment of Afghanistan and
re-establishment of Turkish Schools in Afghanistan,
he went teaching in Afghan-Turkish High Schools. He
taught English and English Literature for 4 years in
Shibirghan, Mezar-i Sherif and Kabul Afghan-Turkish
High Schools. He joined Fatih University in 2006. He also took part in United
Nations International Election Observing Committee for Iraq in January 2009.

KATSUHIRO KOHARA

Professor of Systematic Theology, School of Theology,
Doshisha University and the director of the Center
for Interdisciplinary Study of Monotheistic Religions
(CISMOR). His field is Christian theology and
comparative studies of monotheistic religions. He
studied in Mainz and Heidelberg, Germany and earned
a Th.D. from Doshisha Graduate School of Theology.
He has been interested in the relationship between the
monotheistic and Japanese/Asian religions, focusing on
contemporary issues such as religious conflicts. He is
the author of Politics of Religion: The Encounter of the Japanese Society and the
Monotheistic World (2010) and The Dramaturgy of God: Focusing on Nature,
Religion, History, and Body as the Stage (2002).

MOHAMED BAKARI

Prof. Bakari is a Kenyan scholar who was educated
at the University of Nairobi, Kenya, and University
of York, England, and is currently Head of the the
Departments of American Culture and Literature and
English Language and Literature, at Fatih University,
Istanbul, where he is also the Professor of Linguistics
and Postcolonial Studies. He taught for many years
at the University of Nairobi and also at the Catholic
University of East Africa, and Kenyatta University,
all in Nairobi, before moving to Istanbul in 1998. He
has been a Senior African Fulbright Fellow at the
University of California, Los Angeles, African Visiting Fellow at Oxford Centre
of Islamic Studies and Visiting Scholar at Cologne University’s Institut fiir
Afrikanistik, Visiting Professor in the Department of Sociology at the University
of Indiana, Bloomington, Visiting Professor, University of Cape Town, South
Africa, Visiting Scholar at the Berlin Modern Orient Institute., among other
institutions. He has keen research interests in the structures of Bantu languages,
Classical Swahili literature and contemporary Swahili literature and literatures
of postcolonial societies. His publications include The Morphophonology of the
Kenyan Swahili Dialects (1985) and Islam in Kenya (1995), Metamorphosis and
Place (co-editor, 2009). He is now working on a biographical study of Sayyid
Omar Abdalla Jamal al Leyl, of Zanzibar and Grande Comoros, and one of the
leading Muslim modernist ulama of twentieth century East Africa.

KERIM BALCI

Turkish writer, journalist and academician Kerim
Balci (b. 1971) is recently the editor in chief of Turkish
Review, a bimonthly journal published by Zaman Media
Group of Turkey. Balc1 is a frequent columnist in Today’s
Zaman and Zaman dailies, both the largest circulating
newspapers in their boulevards, and correspondents to
several local and international TV channels on issues
related to the Middle East. Kerim Balci studied Physics
and Political Science and International Relations in the
Bosporus University of Turkey. He has an MA from the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, the city where he served as the representative
of Zaman Turkish Daily for eight years. Balci is currently a PhD candidate at
the Durham University of the UK on linguistic philosophy. Apart from his
professional job in journalism, Balct works with interfaith dialogue groups in
Europe to promote multiculturalism in Europe. He served as the President of
the London based Dialogue Society for two and a half years before his current
assignment in Istanbul. He has edited a book named Whose War? in Turkish
dealing with the Iraqi War and published an album called Ottoman Jerusalem
in Photographs (IRCICA, Istanbul, 2009, Published in Turkish, English and
Arabic.) Balc1 published several articles in academic and popular books and
encyclopedias, mainly about the Middle East, Turkish Politics, US Policy in the
Middle East, and interfaith dialogue.

KOJI MURATA

Koji Murata is currently a professor of political science,
Doshisha University, Kyoto. He holds his Ph.D. in Political
Science from Kobe University. He was also a Fulbright
student at the George Washington University. Professor
Murata received various academic awards and published
many books, articles, and chapters both in Japanese and
English.



