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We support recipients, donors,
and families through every step
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Catholic condemnation of Nobel Prize stirs
[talian press reaction

Vatican authorities have strongly criticized the awarding of the 2010 Nobel Prize for
Medicine to Briton Robert Edwards, stating that the scientist's work on in-vitro
fertilization does not help in the defense of life. At the same time, a number of
editorials in the Italian press attacked the Roman Catholic position. Vatican Radio
carried an interview with Lucio Romano, president of the Science and Life Association,
on 4 October in which he said, "The award was for a technique which reduces
humanity to a product. The assignation of the Nobel Prize to Edwards ignores all
ethical issues linked with IVF" The president of the Vatican-based International
Federation of Catholic Medical Associations, José Maria Simén Castellvi, said,
"Although IVF has brought happiness to the many couples who have conceived through
this process, it has done so at an enormous cost. That cost is the undermining of the
dignity of the human person.” (Ecumenical News International, 5 October 2010)
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